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Terry Gillespie and The Granary Band: 'Brother of the Blues' Terry Gillespie's
myspace page says he's "Canada’s king of roots music." His 2006 album with The
Granary Band, "Brother of the Blues," certainly makes a good case for the as-
sertion.

Gillespie's bio says he grew up in Michigan listening on the radio to roots music
from the South.When he got a little older, he got an even better musical educa-
tion in the Detroit clubs, where blues, soul, jazz and rock intermingled. And he
got an advanced degree in musicology playing with the likes of Howlin' Wolf,
Buddy Guy, John Lee Hooker, Peter Tosh and Jimmy CIiff.

He blends all those influences into the mix on "Brother of the Blues." The band,
which includes Sue Foley on lead guitar, slinks through the bluesy title track (it
sounds like a north of the border version of a J] Cale track).

"Yellow Moon" is an original composition, not the tune recorded by The Neville
Brothers, but there are certainly elements of New Orleans in the groove, which
also incorporates some reggae rhythms. Gillespie sounds as if he's doing aVan
Morrison impersonation, and a mighty good one at that, on "Love Again." That's
not surprising, perhaps, considering he namechecks Morrison on "Carl Nichol-
son," a soulful reggae tune about some of his heroes.

There's some old-school blues, too, particularly on "I'll Change My Style," the
only cover on the album. "Rue Guy Boogie" is a mighty fine R&B-based track
with some Memphis-style horn word. My favorite tune, though, is "Kruschev," a
hilarious political commentary with an infectious beat.

In short, "Brother of the Blues" incorporates just about every musical style |
love into one album. King Terry is welcome to rule over my musical world.
Carl Abernathy, West Lafayette, Indiana, United States
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Terry Gillespie may well be Canada’s king of roots
music. So where has he been? Or more appropri-
ately, where have we been that we haven’t come
across him before?

“This is real." - Sue Foley




BROTHER OF THE BLUES

This review originally ran in BluesWax
April 5, 2007

Terry Gillespie & the Granary Band
Brother of the Blues

BluesWax Rating: 9 out of 10
Raise Some Hairs

Today their music is a sweet tiramisu consisting of liquor-soaked layers of Blues,
Reggae, Country, and Jazz. This follow up album consists of eleven songs, ten
written by Gillespie. Each of the well-crafted tunes contains a hook, sometimes
lyrical, while other times a riff, arrangement, or sentimentality. The band in-
cludes Terry Gillespie (guitar, vocals, trumpet), Stephen Barry (bass), Gordon
Adamson (drums, percussion), Peter Measroch (piano, organ), Jody Golick (sax-
ophones), and Martin Boodman (harmonicas).

Opening with "Brother of The Blues," Gillespie writes and sounds like Greg
Brown.The surprise here is a funky little beat that powers the song.The careful
choice of words and phrasing makes it stick in your head. On "Yellow Moon"
the surprise is the Ska sounding horns that join in on the second verse. Jody
Golick's saxophone is infectious. "Big Boy" is a Rockabilly treat, "when | grow
up | want to have a big band," once again it's the big band-styled horns that pick
it up in the middle.

Terry Gillespie's soft trumpet on "Carl Nicholson" begins a Jimmy Cliff-influ-
enced Reggae tribute to Gillespie's musical influences, including Carl Nicholson,
Steve Valentine, and Van Morrison.Terry Gillespie sounds like Van Morrison
when he sings on "Love Again" and Peter Measroch's piano is perfect. "Cold
Ground" is a Hoyt Axton-sounding Country Blues with nice harp playing by
Martin Boodman.

"Those Days Are Gone" rollicks and Terry sounds like Bob Dylan. "Change My
Style" is the only song on the album not written by Gillespie and he credits it
as being "traditional." "Rue Guy Boogie" is the best Blues on the album and
once again Jody Golick on saxophone solos nicely. "Bathtub" probably started
as a kid's song, but it is so much fun as it Reggaes out, horns and all. "Kruschev"
at first seems dated, but after several listens one imagines it is also a children's
song that has somehow grown up.

Sue Foley plays lead guitar and credits Terry Gillespie as a major influence in
her career.Terry Gillespie & The Granary Band possess a magic that seems to
occur right in the middle of each song. It's what causes the hairs to rise on the
back of your neck.

Richard Ludmere, Vice President New York Blues and Jazz So-
ciety

Reviews for Again

THE GRANARY BLUES ALLSTARS: AGAIN (Indie)

Here is a real veteran outfit with longtime Eastern

Canada Blues players Terry Gillespie, Stephen Barry,

Gordie Adamson, Peter Measroch and Martin Boodman

ganging up to form a collective that's bursting with talent

and creativity.This recording is from the 2002 Montreal International Jazz
Festival and it shows the Granary Blues All-stars to be in fine form in front
of record crowds.The credentials presented by these guys are both quite ex-
tensive and very interesting; While the lineup of songs may appear 'old-hat'(2
originals and | | standards like"Tore Down", "Ain't Nobody's Business" "Born
Under A Bad Sign""Let The Good Times Roll" and "Junco Partner the fact is
that these guys do really wonderful things with these songs as far as arrange-
ments go and given that all 7 players (Jody Golick on sax) are high echelon
talents that means that each and every track has stunning, tight and imagina-
tive playing on it.

This is one hell of a rhythm section and Adamson proves to be a superior
percussionist especially on the rhythmic New Orleans tracker like "Junco
Partner" and "Big Chief" or the funky "Bo Diddley Is A Gunslinger" (nice
Lester Davenport-style harp from Boodman and"New Mown Lawn"
excellent guitar and sax arrangement. Even the tired old "Ain't Nobody's
Business" gets new fire courtesy grooving organ and soulful harp treatment.
Check Out Your Mind" is fun, funky while Gillespie loses his mind on "Every-
day | Have the Blues" (unlike any version you'll hear). Ditto for the totally
rompin' stompin' party on "Let the Good Times Roll." No wonder the
crowd at the festival loved these guys so much.They're totally lost in the joy
of playing with Adamson driving them on to even higher levels of exuber-
ance. Who says old Caucasians can't get it on? This is one of the best good-
time live albums in Canadian music history and fans of Canadian Blues will
find mucho entertainment on this disc. 5 bottles for a total Blues party cap-
tured in all its’ exuberant soulful glory. Not bad, eh?

Andy Grigg - Real Blues Magazine (Jul 21, 2004)

| wish the All-Stars played just down the road from me. | would go every
night. You're gonna like this CD. This is a very soulful group and deserves to
be heard. Blueswax Magazine, USA

The band is a lot tighter; and more consistently interesting ..... showing their
versatility, they convincingly move from the New Orleans second line
rhythms of Big Chief, to the slow, jazz-tinged sounds........ Montreal
Gazette



Cool Stuff about Terry!

| am Terry Gillespie

I’'m a crazy guy

| was born in 1947

| am an Aries

| did all my drinking in the first 45 years of my life
| started out in orchestra

Moved on to Jazz - my first love

| play the blues

| dig reggae and African music

| like my music funky

| play guitar, trumpet and mouth harp
| am a one-on-one kinda guy

| have 2 sons and | granddaughter

| have 2 Jaguar cars (not exactly running at the moment)
| use to own a Norton motorcycle and want another one

| was born in Edmonton, Canada
| grew up in England

| finished off in The States ( highschool and unversity, Michigan)

| live 3 km from Vankleek Hill Ontario (pop 1800)
| like solitude

| like coffee

| like cigars

| like to read

I like CNN

| like dancing girls

| AM Music & | AM Dance!

TERRY GILLESPIE & THE GRANARY BAND
Brother Of The Blues
TEKO0612-01

Terry Gillespie may well be Canada’s king of roots music. So where has he
been? Or more appropriately, where have we been that we haven’t come
across him before? Gillespie was born in Edmonton, grew up in England,
and following his father’s career, moved to the United States.While in De-
troit, Michigan, Gillespie played with Howlin Wolf, Buddy Guy, Albert
Collins, Junior Wells, and John Lee Hooker. In the late '60s, he temporarily
relocated to Toronto, Ontario before settling in the nation’s capital city of
Ottawa. There, he was part of the cultural dissemination of American music
into Canada. He was one of the forefathers of that movement because he
had previously been a part of the American music culture.After a two
decade gap, Gillespie — a guitarist, vocalist, trumpeter, and songwriter — is
back with his semi-autobiographical Brother Of The Blues. He is backed by
the impressive Granary Band, who are all reputable musicians in their own
right.

The rootsy title track is inconspicuously complex yet it is relaxed and
calming. Here, Gillespie’s real blues guitar contains elements of many other
genres. The lyrics introduce you to the family of the blues; (“Terror is the
father of the blues / heartache is the mother”).The basic rhythm of Yellow
Moon sounds extracted from the walls of Sun Studios, but horns give it an
urban sensibility. More ’50s Memphis rock ‘n’ roll can be found on Change
My Style.Among | | brisk songs, it is the only cover. Love Again has a ’70s
feel courtesy of polished production. Sounding like an AM radio hit, it re-
minds me of the great balladeers of that decade. Fear provided the inspira-
tion for Kruschev. A discussion about the current state of affairs and how
it was any different to the cold war era reminded Gillespie of what it was
like to be a kid and afraid.When he was a youngster, he recalls the school
kids being brought into the gym and being shown pictures of the A-bomb.
He had nightmares for years. Carl Nicholson was the first person Gillespie
met upon moving to Ottawa. Here, sounding like Van Morrison, Gillespie
sings, (“Van Morrison taught me what to do”).

Too many artists bill themselves as blues artists when they are nothing
more than rock ‘n’ rollers in disguise.Terry Gillespie is not that type of
bluesman.Yes, he is Canadian so his blues aren’t like that of the Delta or
Chicago, yet this powerful roots musician has gained the pride of his home-
land. This comeback recording is sure to bring 60-year-old Terry Gillespie
more respect and admiration. His vocals are articulate, similar to Van Mor-
rison, Bob Dylan, and Mark Knopfler. His blues-based folky rock songs are
more memorable. They don’t focus on a blazing guitar or rampant rock en-
ergy. Brother Of The Blues is about the songs as a whole.These days that
is a joy to encounter. Tim Holek - Freelance Journalist
www.timholekblues.ca



In 1965 Terry Gillespie was in Michigan
hugging a radio into the wee hours. He
was listening to the skip stations
broadcasting from the Southern States;
it was his first encounter with the
roots of American music.And he's
never looked back.

When he was 16 or 17, the drinking

age in Michigan was 21. He was six

foot tall and wore a sport coat, shades

and a skinny moustache drawn on his

top lip with ink. Everything was segre-

gated: they played blues and jazz in the
black bars, but they could tell he loved the music. "Well, anybody who looks
that crazy... Let 'im in!"

Terry studied chemistry and literature at Michigan State University, but the lure
of the music saw him sneaking into the bars more often than the classroom. He
was beginning to hone his craft and snapping up opportunities to play with leg-
ends including Howlin' Wolf, Buddy Guy and John Lee Hooker.

In 1968, he brought his experiences and burgeoning skills to Ottawa and
formed the band Heaven's Radio, whose highly acclaimed albums of the early
80s, 'Active’ and 'Uptown Babies', were re-released as a box set in May 2007.
Holger Peterson calls Heaven's Radio, "A highly under-rated band of that era."

Today there is renewed excitement over Terry Gillespie's music.With the re-
birth of his performing and recording career, we can begin to appreciate the
versatility and influence of this Edmonton native.

JUNO award winner Sue Foley, for example, cites Terry as a major influence in
her career. She plays lead guitar on his 2006 CD, Brother of the Blues, and has
said:

"Terry Gillespie is one of the most sincerely talented musicians in Canada. He's
a bluesman to the core, but not in the traditional sense for he has range and in-

fluences that take blues to a whole new level. His
blues is the truth and it comes through with every
word and melody he wraps his soulful voice around.
This is real!"

Respect from a broad music community keeps Terry
very busy.Among his numerous live dates, he has
performed at the Montreal International Jazz Festi-
val twice in recent years; he has recorded two CDs
of his own and produced music for others; and in
September 2007, Terry had the honour of forming a
| 3-piece international band to play a two-day wed-
ding for Sacha, the son of former Canadian Prime
Minister, Pierre Trudeau.

The 'comeback’ began in 2001, when Terry started a jam that resulted in the
formation of The Granary Blues All-Stars.The band was recorded by CBC and
released a CD, aptly titled "Again."

Reviewing the CD in July 2004, BluesWax said, "They raise the hackles on the
back of your neck...This is a very soulful group that needs to be heard."

The semi-autobiographical solo CD, Brother of the Blues, followed in Decem-
ber 2006 and generated still more impressive reviews, including one from NYC
that described Terry Gillespie's music as " a sweet tiramisu consisting of liquor-
soaked layers of Blues, Reggae, Country, and Jazz." The intoxicating disk was in
the CBC Saturday Night Blues top 10 for five months, putting Terry firmly back
on the map and injecting a fresh sound into the modern day blues scene.

It marks a powerful return for one of the few remaining Canadian bluesmen
who can claim to be the genuine article -- a performer absolutely without pre-
tense, yet completely engaging. Let's not allow this treasure to be lost again.



